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“Excellence Through Rigor, Relevance & Relationships”

Focus: Non-Academic issues that impact education 

PBL Welcomes Keynote 
Speaker Matt Snyder 
Matthew T. Snyder is a parent, educator, author and professional 
speaker whose lectures focus on techniques to support children 
who have experienced childhood trauma.

Matthew has 
more than 20 
years of 
experience in 
the field of 
education. After 
more than two 
decades as a 
high school 
teacher and 
coach, Matt 
moved to 

leadership roles as a Dean of Students, Assistant Regional 
Superintendent, and is now the Regional Superintendent of 
Schools for Macon-Piatt Counties. Matt holds a Bachelor of Arts 
in History Education from Millikin University and a Master’s 
Degree in Educational Administration from Eastern Illinois 
University. He also holds a Specialist Degree in Educational 
Administration with a Superintendent’s Endorsement.  He speaks 
throughout the United States, and is currently writing a book 
about his experience as a parent and an educator.  

Please see the side bar for bio’s of our other featured speakers & topics.  

Mary Ellen Leonard 

Mary Ellen Leonard is currently a 
part-time consultant for ROE 
SchoolWorks.  In her role as 
consultant, she co-directed the 
development of the Gifted 
Education Seminar and is a 
recognized trainer for the state of IL.  
She is a member of the Illinois 
Association of Gifted Children, has 
served as a committee chair and 
conference presenter.   She has 
enjoyed many opportunities to 
consult with school districts in central 
Illinois and to advocate for meeting 
the needs of gifted students. 

Eric Jensen (Video) 

For over two decades Eric has 
synthesized brain research and 
developed practical applications for 
educators. Jensen has authored over 
30 books including Teaching with 
Poverty in Mind, Tools for 
Engagement, Engaging students 
with Poverty in Mind, Turnaround 
Tools for the Teenage Brain, Poor 
Students Rich Students and Different 
Brains, Different Learners. 

GAH 

Representatives from Gibson Area 
Hospital: 

Christina Hoppin, LCPC                     
Sara L. Williamson, MSW, LCSW     
Ingrid Wheeler, MSW, LCSW          
Trisha Nelson, MSW, LCSW 

PBL SPRING IN-SERVICE

Parent, Educator, Author, Matt Snyder
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PBL In-Service Schedule 

*Breakfast, lunch & morning keynote presentation will be held in the JH 
Commons 

✦ Breakout A: Matt Snyder, JH Commons 
Chicken Wings and Love: This presentation focuses on 
children from trauma in the classroom. Attendees will learn 
the causes of trauma in children, how the brain responds to 
trauma, behaviors exhibited by children from trauma, and 
strategies to use in the classroom. This is a fast-paced 
presentation using up-to-date research and humorous 
stories. 

Clara Peterson Eastlawn PBL JH PBL HS

7:45-8:30 Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast

8:30-9:45 Keynote Matt 
Snyder

Keynote Matt 
Snyder

Keynote Matt 
Snyder

Keynote Matt 
Snyder

10:00-10:50 Breakout A Breakout B Breakout C Breakout D

11:00-11:50 Breakout B Breakout C Breakout D Breakout A

12:00-12:45 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

1:00-1:50 Breakout C Breakout D Breakout A Breakout B

2:00-2:50 Breakout D Breakout A Breakout B Breakout C

2:50-3:00 CPDU/Eval CPDU/Eval CPDU/Eval CPDU/Eval
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✦ Breakout B: Mary-Ellen Leonard, HS Library 
Understanding Gifted Kids from the Inside Out: Gifted students are often misunderstood.  
Giftedness embodies a complex set of traits and characteristics.  Along with higher than average 
intelligence, gifted students often exhibit emotional intensities.  At times their excitement may be 
viewed as unreasonable, their high energy as hyperactivity, their persistence as troublesome, their 
imagination as not paying attention, their passion as being disruptive, their strong emotions and 
sensitivity as immaturity, their creativity and self-directedness as antagonistic.  Join us as we 
explore these heightened intensities and discuss strategies for nurturing them!  

✦ Breakout C: GAH, JH Library 
Responding to Mental Health Issues: School personnel will be provided education about why 
having knowledge of mental health and services available can benefit educators and school staff. 
We will be discussing more in depth commonly seen mental illnesses and their symptoms. We will 
help educate on how to respond to students that may be experiencing symptoms of a mental 
illness, or even a mental health crisis. We will provide information regarding the services that our 
clinic can provide.  

✦ Breakout D: Jensen Learning-video presentation”, HS Little Assembly 
“7 Discoveries from Brain Research that Impact Education,” This, in a nutshell, is the new science of 
learning. This is your ticket to understanding “brain-based discoveries.” Many have called this the 
most powerful introduction to brain-based learning. Seven core principles are introduced, each 
with critical links to student achievement.   

Don’t Forget to fill out your evaluations and enter your CPDUs!


