
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT NEXT YEAR’S PARCC TEST 
It’s Shorter. 

It’s Easier for Schools to Administer. 

It Provides More Time for Instruction. 

It Still Provides Reliable Information that Teachers, Parents and Kids Can Use. 

 What’s changing on the test? 

One testing window, rather than two, 
done in 1 month* or less. 

*Test windows are the time that school districts are provided to complete testing across all of their students.  Individual students generally complete all testing in small sessions 
over a few days. 

+
Note: The total allotted time for the assessments is less than 1% of instructional time in most districts. 

Testing time will be shorter for all grades—by about 90 minutes. 

Kids will sit down to take PARCC fewer times. 

This School Year  
2014 – 2015  

 

Next School Year+  
2015 – 2016 

  
 

8.25 hours 

8.5 hours 

9.2 hours 

9.7 hours 

 

Grade 3 

Grades 4 – 5 

Grades 6 – 8 

High School 

9.75 hours 

10 hours 

10.8 hours 

11.1 hours 

Grades 3 – 8  

 

High School 

2015 – 2016 School Year  
Next Year 

2014 – 2015 School Year  
This Year 



How will these changes improve the PARCC experience? 
Kids will spend less time testing. Teachers will have an easier time giving the test 
because the schedule is streamlined. Teachers and students will spend more time 
on instruction. And the testing will be over much more quickly. 

 

Will the PARCC test still be valid and reliable? 
Yes. The test will include fewer questions overall—but it will continue to test the 
full range of standards and provide valid and reliable results.  It will provide 
schools, teachers and parents the information they need to see which students 
are ready to move ahead in school, and which students need extra support. And–
these changes mean PARCC will be more feasible so it fits into the school day 
better. 

 

What is the schedule for PARCC in 2015-16? 
Your school sets the testing dates for PARCC. One testing window means it all 
happens in one 30-day period, close to the end of the school year. Most schools 
will be able to complete testing in one to two weeks. The goal will still be to 
return test results as close to the end of the school year as possible. 

 

Why is the PARCC test changing next year? 
  
The development of PARCC is a collaborative process among participating states 
that incorporates significant input from local educators, school leaders and higher 
education faculty. PARCC is listening to feedback on how the assessment is 
working and making adjustments accordingly.  PARCC made changes to this year’s 
test based on input from the field test and is now adjusting the test after the first 
full administration so it will best serve students, educators, parents and 
policymakers.   

 
 

For more information: Ask your child’s teachers, principal,  
your local superintendent or your PTA representative. 




