
Gifted Screening

Frequently Asked Questions

How was my child identified for screening? 

Students were identified either by test performance (State testing/NWEA-MAP) or teacher 
recommendation.

How will my child be screened?

Your child will take the CogAT abilities test, testing verbal, non-verbal and quantitative 
reasoning. Students will receive a cumulative score.  Each test takes approx. 50 minutes, or 1 
class period.  The test is different from what they are used to and will be difficult.  The students 
will be tested at one grade level higher than they are currently in. This is recommended by the 
testing company for gifted identification.

How many students will be identified?

Only students with a cumulative score in the 95th national percentile or higher at each grade 
level will be identified as gifted.  Many students are selected to be screened, which means that 
a large number of students screened will not be identified as gifted. 

How is gifted different from honors?

Honors classes were designed for high achieving students.  We are fortunate at PBL to have 
many high achieving students.  They do well in school, and will continue to be very successful, 
as our trend data continues to show. High achieving students are able to show learning growth 
through exposure to grade level curriculum.  Gifted identification is a special program for 
students who have learning needs that might not be met with grade level curriculum, or through 
traditional instructional models.  Some gifted students may not even currently be in an honors 
program, because they have not had their learning needs met, and haven’t reached their 
potential in a traditional setting.  

What if my child is not identified? 

Your student will be with a teacher who is receiving training is differentiation, regardless of their 
identification.  Your student will still be in a classroom with other high achieving students if they 
are not identified.  Your student’s teacher will be made aware of your students achievements 
and your student will be exposed to a rigorous curriculum regardless of identification.  Your child 
could also take part in “enrichment” activities during target time, regardless of identification.

What if they are identified? 

The small cluster of students identified as gifted will be placed in the same classes with a 
“gifted” trained homeroom teacher.  They will be in a mixed ability classroom.  They will do some 



of the same work as their peers.  On certain projects, topics, assignments, they may have 
alternate work.  The idea is to expand the students’ thinking and provide challenges to these 
students.  The idea is not to give them more of the same work.  Also, they will not be expected 
to do the regular work and the special work, it will be in place of, not on top of the original 
assignments and assessments.  There could be opportunities for these students to work in 
groups with other gifted students in different grades as well.  The gifted teacher at their grade 
level will collaborate with the other teachers to help them design lessons, and give them ideas 
for alternate learning experiences.  They will not have alternate work every day in every class.   

Will this affect my child’s high school course sequences?

In no way will this hinder any student’s choices in high school course selection.

Will my child receive gifted services at the High School?

Students at the high school choose their own classes, with the assistance of their parents and 
counselors, so they will not have a designated gifted teacher, or automatically be grouped with 
their gifted peers; however it’s likely they will be with those students because they will choose 
the same rigorous courses, like pre-AP English, Geometry, and Bio.  It’s important that you 
know that we at PBL are providing training in differentiating instruction, and we’re gathering data 
on all of our students to best determine their individual strengths and weaknesses.  We will 
continue to provide professional development opportunities for our staff members.

Does my child have to be screened?

No, it’s up to you as a parent to determine what you feel is best.  I highly recommend you go 
over the packet of information with your child and talk to him or her about the process to get 
their opinion.

Can we study for the test?

We recommend informing the students about the test, letting them know it will be difficult and 
that they should not feel bad or defeated if they don’t know the answers.  You may choose to go 
through some sample items with your student.  Please utilize the teacher guides that are posted 
on the PBL Curriculum website under the Gifted/Acceleration tab.

When will we be notified about the testing and identification? 

We will have all testing done, and identifications made prior to the end of the current school 
year. 

Who can I contact for more information? 

Tara Chandler, PBL Director of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment & Gifted Coordinator 
(217)379-3314


